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    CALDICOT SCHOOL – HOMEWORK POLICY

1. Opening Statement
1.1
At Caldicot School we seek to ensure that every pupil achieve their full potential academically and recognise that homework makes an important contribution to learning and the development of study skills.

1.2
Opportunity exists for pupils to complete out - of - hours learning (homework) at the end of the normal school day where staff are available to supervise and support pupils enabling them to complete homework independently.
1.3
It is recognised that most pupils will carry out homework assignments in their own homes with the support and help of their parents, guardians / carers.


2. Aims
Through the provision of homework, Caldicot School aims to:
2.1 practise and reinforce skills covered in class

2.2       demonstrate understanding of the work covered in class

2.3       foster concentration and self-discipline

2.4       research / complete information for next or future lessons

2.5       develop the ability to plan and organise time

2.6       use information outside school to foster independent learning habits

2.7       give pupils the opportunity for long term research and other work

2.8       provide pupils the time for reflection

2.9       provide parents with an insight into their child’s learning

2.10      strengthen home – school links

2.11     provide teachers with a diagnostic tool to help assess and plan for individual needs

2.12     give pupils valuable experience of working to deadlines

3. Outcomes
Through completion of homework, Caldicot School will:
3.1 help pupils make more rapid progress in their learning

3.2 diagnose difficulties that pupils may be having

3.3 allow teachers feedback on the effectiveness of their teaching

3.4 allow pupils feedback on the progress of their learning

3.5 develop essential skills such as independence, perseverance and initiative whilst fostering responsibility for progress; qualities key to the job market of the twenty first century.
4. Process
4.1 Procedure

· Procedure will be consistently adopted throughout all Key Stages at Caldicot School:
· Homework assignments will be differentiated in both content and length according to the age and ability of the pupil.  Subject teachers will need to be vigilant in giving opportunities for the use of multiple intelligences so that all pupils will have an increased chance of success.

· Pupils will be informed for all set homework, the aims, the date it is due and areas to be considered when marking.  They will be given enough time to record this information in their planners.  In addition, a homework template will be available on StudyWiz.

· Subject Leaders will be responsible for ensuring that Subject Teachers set relevant homework and mark within the stipulated time frame.

· Homework will be subject to the school self - evaluation programme.  In addition, Progress Leaders and members of the Senior Leadership Team will carry out spot checks on pupil planners as part of the monitoring of pupil exercise books / work.    

· After school’ Homework Clubs will be developed for Years 7 to 11 pupils to support homework.

· A Sixth Form Study Area will be provided and monitored to encourage quiet study and completion of assignments in Years 12 and 13.

· Parents will be informed at key meetings and in an information leaflet of the nature and importance of their role to:

· check and sign that details are recorded clearly and regularly in the planner.

· provide time and a quiet place away from distractions.

· ensure that suitable working conditions exist and establish a homework routine.

· avoid simply supplying the answers but providing prompts to help.

· encourage fully developed ‘best’ work

· look over completed work and praise, offering suggestions for improvement.

· view marked work and ensure understanding of comments.

·  share any concerns with the teacher.

· There is a consistency of expectation from all staff in such areas as the standard of presentation, which does not differ from the standards expected in class. 

· All communication received from parents regarding homework should be passed to the relevant Teacher, Subject Leader, Progress Leader or Key Stage Manager.

· Homework support will be introduced.  Pupils failing to complete four pieces of set homework and who are unable to rectify this within a two week period will be required to attend Homework Detention from 3.00 – 4.00 p.m. every afternoon Monday to Thursday (or until all due homework has been completed and ‘signed off’’ in planners).   Parents will be responsible for the safe transport of their child. Further support is assured by the pupil’s Progress Leader monitoring during the next two weeks, any indication of continuing difficulty will result in the support cycle starting again.
· A class / group / individual may be asked to continue or complete work at home. If a pupil is continually not meeting the lesson targets discussion between Subject Teacher and Subject Leader will need to take place.  As a result, the pupil’s Progress Leader will be informed and, if appropriate, parents invited to a meeting to devise appropriate strategies.

· Pupils requiring learning support may have been set additional work as part of their Individual Education Plan (IEP).  Care must be taken that this work combined with other homework does not put a burden on them or their family.  Homework will need to be differentiated for pupils with additional learning needs where appropriate.

· While well-conceived homework tasks have a valuable role to play, children also need time to relax, socialise and enjoy life outside school.  There are many opportunities to learn and develop through participation in a wide range of challenging and enjoyable activities such as the arts, sport, voluntary and community activities.  Homework should not restrict a child’s access to these opportunities to develop.

5. Monitoring and Review
5.1 Caldicot School is aware of the need to review the policy in response to new initiatives,  
            changes in the curriculum and developments in technology.  Mrs. J. Weston Associate  

            Assistant Head teacher will monitor the implementation of the policy in discussion with Subject

            Leaders, Progress Leaders and SMG and report recommendations to the Governing Body.             
5.2     The Governing Body, in consultation with the Head Teacher and Senior Leadership Members,

Pupil Liaison Group, staff and parents will regularly review this policy and associated procedures in order to ensure its continuing effectiveness.
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Homework set  


The number of times homework is set will not be stipulated, only homework which supports the classroom learning of pupils will be issued and parents can be assured of its relevance. The process will be monitored through the school self evaluation process.





Homework aims


The aim of the homework and the assessment criteria will be explained in advance of all homework.





Negotiated class completion date


Unless deemed essential for the next lesson (such as resourcing, researching etc.) the completion date for homework will be negotiated.  All pupils, in the class, and teacher will agree on one single date.  In this way, it is envisaged that homework can be spread more evenly avoiding unnecessary stressful overload.  Time for completion of homework will be suited to the age and ability of the class.





Use of Planner


Subject Teacher will ensure homework is recorded in planner including the negotiated completion dates before leaving the classroom.  Form Tutors and parents will check and sign pupil planner fortnightly. 





StudyWiz template


A standard ‘homework template’ on the school’s VLE will be used to reinforce homework set, its aims and the completion date.





Marking


Homework will be marked promptly (within a maximum two week period).  Positive written feedback incorporating what has been achieved, what improvement is required and advice on how this may be achieved will be given – refer to school’s Marking Policy. 





Missing / incomplete or sub-standard homework


Failure to complete work, without a valid reason in writing, will result in the teacher stamping the pupil planner with a ‘No Homework’ stamp.  A second completion date will be agreed. Four stamps within a two week period will result in the Form Tutor generating a standard letter informing parents that the pupil will be expected to attend ‘Homework Detention’ if the situation is not resolved within the next two week period.  Homework subsequently completed, before the detention, will not result in its removal. 





Should a pupil hand in incomplete work or work deemed not to be their best they will be asked to repeat it and hand in the following day. Negotiation of timeframe will not take place.  The ‘No Homework stamp’ is to be used to indicate a problem.








Absence


If a pupil is absent on the day homework is due it should be handed in on return or, at the latest, in the next lesson.  In order that the value of the exercise is not lost the homework must be completed.





Continued difficulties


Where a pupil has difficulty completing homework parents will be invited into school to discuss the way forward.
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